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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church

A Member congregation of the North American Lutheran Church NALC)

and

Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC)
Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org

Reverend William C. Wendorf
Ministers: The people of the Parish

Council:
President: Mike Pockat 715-892-4488
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Tracey Ahlborn 612-716-6008
Jackie Jungemann 630-450-2247
Jim Luebke 262-689-5456
Ken Beier 715-891-2705

Church Service Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

WELCOME GUESTS
We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you.
Here at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church we celebrate Holy Communion whenever we
gather, and we would like to invite you to join us, as all are welcome to the Lord’s table here.
If you are in need of any additional information in regard to our church or Synod affiliation,
please contact Pastor Bill at 1-715-617-6477. Thank you for joining us.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ,
we are a loving community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God
and practice it in our daily lives.

Recorded Services:
All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube.

Go to the Church website at www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org and look for the @ symbol.
Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site.

For those of you worshipping with us at home — You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 2903 State HWY 155, PO Box 130  Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website — www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
You can donate through our PayPal account.
“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”



http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpo38P-dsFfi84_re5DSRQ
http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/

Readings for March 23,2025 3rd Sunday of Lent

First Reading Isaiah 55: 1-9

Psalm 63: 1-8

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13
Holy Gospel Luke 13: 1-9

Fertilized, Fruitful, and Free

God’s word for us today is nutritious and wholesome, though hard to digest. The gospel
reading seems oddly brutal alongside the abundance and comfort of the texts from
Isaiah (“delight yourselves in rich food”) and Psalm 63 (“My spirit is content as with
the richest of foods™). Even Paul finds himself using physical sustenance as a metaphor
(“they drank from the spiritual rock, . . . and the rock was Christ”). Surrounded by this
food imagery, we now find Jesus using some horrific events as illustrations. After the
mingled blood and fallen towers, it may be hard to hear the fig-tree parable as the grace-
full story it really is. But here is Christ himself as gardener: digging, fertilizing,
protecting, and nurturing us. We are fragile creatures, living in a world of tragedy and
terror, but God does not punish fragility with death. On the contrary, God sent Jesus to
us so that we may live.

Living in that nurtured garden of Christ, tended to and cared for as we grow in that love,
how can we keep from blossoming? Live, yes, and live fruitfully, our gospel proclaims!
Grow, yes, and grow gloriously! Now the good news of Christ’s redeeming mercy
becomes clear: we are each treated with boundless mercy, not impartial justice. While
the world may want to blame the withering tree for its inability to be productive, our
Savior and Lord reaches into our lives, reminds us of our roots, nourishes us with grace,
and allows us to bloom, to flourish, to freely share our gifts with the world.

CONTACT INFO:

Treasurer — Jean Maines  (715) 542-4213 or (715) 891-3344
Email: treasurer@sotlsayner.com or jamaines2012@gmail.com

Secretary — Sharon Brooker  (715) 892-7049
Email: secretary@sotlsayner.com or plclerk@gmail.com

Pastor Bill Wendorf  (715) 542-3701 (Church) or 715-617-6477
Email: wendorfw@agmail.com or pastor@sotlsayner.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion is offered at every service. All are welcome. The Sunday service will
be live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing on YouTube later on Sundays.
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Tuesday Bible Study will be held on the 2" and 4™ Tuesdays of the month at 3 pm. The study
will again be based on “The Chosen”.

FINANCIAL NOTES: March 2, 2025 ATTENDANCE: 36
No Financial Report Today

CHURCH SCHOOL

Church School will be offered every Wednesday (as long as school is in session) after school.
The bus will drop the children off at approximately 3:45. Lessons/project time will last until 5
pm. We welcome you to get your children - or grandchildren - involved!

ALTAR FLOWERS - INFORMATION ON HOW TO SIGN UP

Contact Person - Jo Ann Kehl Cell 715-892-0413
The Sign-Up Sheets are located in the Narthex on the shelf under the Lutheran Rose.

STEP ONE:

Sign up for the date you wish to provide the set of two altar bouquets

STEP TWO:

You can provide flowers in two ways:

1. You may purchase your own flowers and bring them to church.

2. You may contact Jo Ann Kehl and she will order them for you. Just let her know what
flowers you would like and how much you would like to spend. You can then write a check to
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church for that amount and designate it as Altar Flower
Donation. ANY QUESTIONS? Contact Jo Ann



LENTEN SERVICES

Wednesday evening services will be held after Soup Supper at 5:15 pm. Please join us for the
Soup Supper and then join us for the Lenten Services at 6:00 p.m..

Holy Week Services

Thursday, April 17t
Maundy Thursday Service 6 pm

Friday, April 18
Good Friday Service 6 pm

Saturday, April 19t
Easter Vigil 7:00 pm (St. Germain Community Church)

Sunday, April 20t
Easter Breakfast 7:30 am
Easter Worship Service 9 am
Fellowship to follow

QUILTING GROUP
The quilting group is back to meeting on the third Wednesday of each month, at 9:00 a.m.
You don’t have to be a quilter to join — they welcome those who can tie knots also!

WOMEN’S DAY 2025

St. Germain Community Church will be holding Women’s Day 2025 on Tuesday, March 25",
from 8 am to 3 pm. “A tend and cultivate day to Grow with the Lord.” All women are
welcome to attend and lunch is included. Please register by March 11 by calling Deb at
815-303-2854.



PRAYER REQUESTS

Pray for those dealing with current issues:
Carolyn, Beth, Shirley, John, Kim, Dick, Mary H., Evie and Doug.

(Please let us know if/when names should be removed from this “current issues” list or moved to “ongoing list”)

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:
Larry, Mary Lou, Brian, Melody, Ericka, Mike, Shelle, Sharon G., Bob B., Lynn C., and Ron

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:
Brian, Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, Noah, Dylan and David.

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:
Elisabeth

Pray for peace and consoling comfort for the families of those who have passed:
Family of Bill Wheeler

Please email Bill Wendorf at pastor@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-617-6477 or email Jean
Maines at treasurer@SOTLsayner.com if you would like to be included on the prayer chain list.
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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church
A Member Congregation of The North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

And
Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC)

“Second Sunday In Lent March 16%, 2025”

Greeting & Announcements

Invocation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy.
Gracious God,
Our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear,
and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past
that we cannot change; open us to a future in which we can be changed; and grant
us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image;
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
Amen. (Book of Common Worship)

Words of Forgiveness

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are + forgiven, and God remembers
them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.



Gathering Song “How Firm A Foundation” ELW 796

(Please stand as you are comfortable)

How Firm a Foundation
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2 “Fear not, 1 am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hvnns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American



Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie (sung by all)
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! Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Chst and wash a - way our  sin
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your lhiv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r, cre - ate in us new hearts!

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father,
It is your glory always to have mercy. Bring back all who have erred and strayed
from your ways; lead them again to embrace in faith the truth of your Word and to
hold it fast; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always...... And also with you.

(Please greet your neighbor as you and your neighbor are comfortable, then be seated)
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First Reading Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

The Word of the Lord...
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 27

! The LorD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?

The LoRD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
2When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,

they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.

Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
4 One thing I ask of the LoRD; one thing | seek;

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the

beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
®For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,

hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
® Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.

Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and

make music to the LORD.
"Hear my voice, O LORD, when | call;

have mercy on me and answer me.
8 My heart speaks your message “Seek my face.”

Your face, O LoORD, I will seek.
®Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.

Cast me not away you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.
¥ Though my father and my mother forsake me,

the LorD will take me in.
11 Teach me your way, O LORD;

lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
12 Subject me not to the will of my foes,

for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
13 This I believe that I will see the goodness of the LORD

in the land of the living!
14Wait for the LorD and be strong.

Take heart and wait for the LORD!



Second Reading Philippians 3:17-4:1

The Word of the Lord...
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclimation (Please stand as you are comfortable)
N
] h
| s— T  ———
Do —oL® s e
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

The Holy Gospel According to....
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 13:31-35

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

Sermon

Hymn of the Day “Thy Holy Wings” ELW 613

(Please remain seated)
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Thy Holy Wings
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 18321903, sis. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Ceo.. Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of the Church

Offering (As we receive our offering, our Lord’s table is prepared)

Prayer (Please stand as you are comfortable)

God of mercy and grace,
The eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good
things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.

Holy Communion

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,

that all those who believe in him should not perish,

but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith

as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

Invitation

As often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes. All is ready, all are welcome, our Lord and Savior invites us.

Communion Distribution

Please come forward as the ushers direct, receive the bread in your hand and then receive
the wine by dipping the host into the wine (chalice). Grape juice is also offered as an
alternative to the wine in the crystal Chalise. We also have gluten free wafers for those in
need, simply ask for them when you come forward. Small children and others that wish not to
commune may come forward for a blessing.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE.

(Please be seated)
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Lamb of God
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Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé¢ Community, adapt.
Music: HEAR MY PRAYER, Jacques Berthier, 19231994
Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, 1L 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 8(0.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Come and Fill Our Hearts
Confitemini Domino

Comeand fill our hearts with your peace.
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Jesus, Remember Me
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Post Communion Blessing (Please stand as you are comfortable)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which you have now received, strengthen and
keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

O God,
You made us from the dust of the earth. Now filled and nourished with the body and
blood of your Son, raise us up and help us turn toward you with open hearts,
beholding your glory, that by your grace we may receive everlasting life.
Amen.

Blessing

May almighty God,
Father, Son, T and Holy Spirit bless you all,
now and forever. Amen
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Sending Hymn

“God Of Grace And God Of Glory” ELW 705

God of Grace and God of Glory

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878—1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932
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free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -ry ev - er - more. Gjlnt us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
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Dismissal

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service.
Second Sunday of each month join us for brunch after the service.

Calendar for Week of March 17 to March 23, 2025

Wednesday March 19, 2025 Quilting 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday March 20, 2025 Church School 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday March 20, 2025 Soup Supper 5:15-6 p.m.
Wednesday March 20, 2025 Mid-Week Lenten Service 6:00 p.m.
Thursday March 21, 2025 Text Study 9:00 a.m.
Sunday March 23, 2025 Worship Service 9:00 a.m.

Next Council Meeting:
March 23, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.

Upcoming Events:

e St. Germain Comm. Church - Women’s Day 2025 on Tuesday, March 25", from 8 am to
3 pm.

Check our calendar of events on the church website for
times and dates of events and worship services.

Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
FaceBook: Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church — Sayner, WI
Instagram: sotlsayner
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